
BRAD + RACHAEL (SHERWIN) CARTER 

April 4, 2012 

 

Dear Friends, 

Jesus once said, “Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks, receives. Whoever seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door is 

opened.”  When God opened the door, we found what we never expected: Africa.  

Due to Brad’s loss of full-time employment and our desire to do our part to improve our world, 2011 was 

spent asking God, “What’s next?” It was a long but good year for our family. We spent a lot of time together 

as Brad built web sites and gained success as an organizational consultant and recognition as a nonprofit 

social media teacher. We are thankful to God for the generous blessings of loving friends and family. 

The flexibility of consulting and homeschooling allowed us to visit Brad’s parents in Swaziland where they 

have served for nine years. We were blessed to join the work for ten weeks at African Christian College. 

We all LOVED Swaziland and African Christian College. Brad’s students were eager learners and thoughtfully 

engaged in his ethics class. Rachael fell in love with the children she entertained daily to allow their moms to 

attend class. And our girls made new friends with other campus children. We participated in Masundvwini 

Orphan Meals, where three local congregations regularly provide meals to 100 orphans.   

And we wondered, “Could this be our ‘what’s next?’” As we returned to Abilene, our prayers and thoughts 

focused on our possible future with ACC. After extensive interviews and vetting, the board officially offered 

Brad the job of college president. We committed to a minimum of three years with African Christian College.  

Our family’s adventure has already begun. We move to Swaziland on May 15. We’ll join the daily work for 

the rest of 2012 and Brad becomes ACC president in January 2013. We’re looking forward to the thrilling 

new work of changing the world!  

And, we’d love you to partner with us! 

Africa needs godly leaders capable of advancing ethical behavior, starting businesses, aiding others in crisis, 

and uniting communities in order to impact problems that destroy villages, families, children, and hope. The 

mission of African Christian College is to equip students to serve in these roles.  

African women and men receive university-level education with degrees in leadership, theology, and 

counseling. In addition to study and class time, students work on campus and serve communities— getting 

hands-on experience in the work they return home to do. ACC students graduate equipped as leaders and 

evangelists fighting poverty, sickness, and destruction.  

Graduates serve their communities, neighbors, and congregations in over a dozen countries. They spend 

their life leading and serving in both rural and urban areas. 

2011 - The Year of “What’s Next?” 



You can be part of the change. You can join us in partnering with ACC. You can help equip students for 

excellent service. You can help provide aid to local communities. You can be part of the transformation of a 

continent.  

You may not be able to travel with us but you can act as an essential part of this work: 

You can join us and many others in giving monthly financial support to African Christian College.  

You can keep up with ACC and our adventure – and provide encouragement, prayer support and 

companionship for the journey.  

You can share the ACC enthusiasm with your friends, family, and your church or missions leadership.  

You can visit ACC personally and help in the work. Long- and short-term workers are welcome! 

Even if you are not ready to give $100 or $10 regularly, we truly want you to join us in the transformation 

of a continent. Please complete and return the card included with this letter.  

We’re thrilled about this opportunity God has given us. And we want you to be excited partners, because 

we can’t do it without you. We’ve included more information about ACC and its work in the next couple of 

pages. Take a look and learn more!  

And, please take a moment to let us know in what ways you want to accompany us on this adventure.  

If you prefer online information, visit AfricanChristianCollege.org/Carters. Learn more about this work, 

enjoy pictures, watch videos, and let us know how YOU want to make a difference.   

May God bless us all as we begin this adventure together! 

 

 

Brad & Rachael (Sherwin) Carter 

 

P.S. – Here’s one of the things we love most about joining African Christian College: our collective 

impact will continue for decades! The students and their families will make a powerful difference 

when they return to their home countries, passing on the benefits of their education beyond their 

three years on campus. Please read on and let us know how you want to partner with us today! 

Brad, Rachael, Ellianna, Caroline, and Annie 
1633 Cedar Crest Dr - Abilene, TX 79601 

brad@AfricanChristianCollege.org | 325.261.9207 

rachael@AfricanChristianCollege.org  

AfricanChristianCollege.org/Carters 

http://www.AfricanChristianCollege.org/Carters
mailto:brad@AfricanChristianCollege.org
mailto:rachael@AfricanChristianCollege.org
http://www.AfricanChristianCollege.org/Carters


Will you have to learn a new language? 
The students, faculty, and staff on campus all speak English because they 
learned it in school. English is the only common language the students share 
and most Swazis also speak some English. We do hope to learn siSwati, the 
language of Swaziland, to better interact with our neighbors. And, the multi-
lingual atmosphere of campus lends to learning songs and phrases in a 
variety of dialects and languages. 

How do your children feel about the move? 
The girls are very excited and ready to be there, too.  

Ellianna, who is 7½, has fluctuating enthusiasm levels about leaving. She loves her friends, reading, sewing, and 
drawing. Right now, she is engrossed in making cloth bags to raise money to support clean water through Liam’s 
Wells—a project started by our dear friend Liam Lowe. 

Caroline is six. She loves to read, climb, play outside, and do art. She’s great at math and enjoys playing with the 
neighbors’ dogs.  

Annie turns four on Easter weekend. She enjoys life, big sisters, baby dolls, and listening to books. Like her 
sisters, she is brilliant, funny, sweet, and a handful for her parents. 

Do you know where you’ll live? 
Yes! We will live in a four bedroom, 2 bath house on campus of the college. Attached to our house is a visitor’s 
apartment as well. We stayed in this house with Brad’s parents for ten weeks in 2011. Most of our furniture and 
household needs have already been provided. Just steps out our front door is the macadamia orchard.  

Is it safe?  
It is safe! If you’re familiar with some of the missions and ministry centers in Africa, you may picture tall concrete 
walls and armed guards protecting us. Not here! Our campus is in a safe, rural area surrounded by a wire fence built 
to keep out the cows (they wander everywhere — and sometimes even climb through the barbs). Unfortunately, we 
can’t keep out the snakes – which can be common during the rainy season.  

What will you do?  
Brad will teach and be president of the college. Primarily, he’ll oversee the development of the college as it continues 
to grow and increase its impact. He’ll also be responsible for the college operations, including the macadamia 
orchard and farm, fund raising and other administrative duties. Rachael will be involved in church and community 
projects and educational activities for student families in addition to her responsibility as teacher and caretaker of 
Ellianna, Caroline, and Annie.  

What about school for the girls?  
We made the decision several years ago to homeschool our kids. Since then, homeschooling allowed us to go to 
Swaziland for ten weeks last year! There are quality schools for them to attend nearby should we change our mind.  

Are there other kids around? 
Many! There are other staff children who live on campus, including two boys between the girls’ ages. Married 
students are required to bring their wives and children while attending ACC. So that brings additional children to 
campus for three-year stays. The girls’ favorite spot is the playground in the middle of campus. 

How long will you be gone?  
We made a three-year commitment to the ACC board. But it might be longer. Brad’s parents made a two year 
commitment to ACC, but they will have completed almost ten years before retiring in December.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

to the Carter Family 

Learn more, see photos + videos, and get involved at AfricanChristianCollege.org/Carters 

CARTER FAMILY 
Annie, Rachael, Caroline, Brad, Ellianna 

http://www.AfricanChristianCollege.org/Carters


AFRICAN 
C H R I S T I A N  C O L L E G E  

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

The mission  of African Christian College is to glorify God by equipping students 
for excellent service in God’s Kingdom. Out of this mission grows a 

vision of a transformed continent through the power of God and well-prepared leaders.  

We are responding to Africa’s challenges by preparing visionary leaders of integrity, equipped with a deep 
knowledge of the Bible and the world about them. They must be equipped to serve broadly; scattered like 
salt among the rich, the poor; the educated, the unschooled; the violent, the peaceful. Such equipping 
requires much more than “book knowledge” or even knowledge of the Book. It requires formation and 
motivation by the Spirit of Christ.  

Excellence  drives our mission, especially when it 
comes to providing quality, Christian 

education to prepare Africa’s future community, church, and business leaders. 
ACC attracts high-caliber students eager to learn and make a difference in the 
world. We strive to secure the best educators to teach in our three degree 
programs.  

African Christian College awards three theological bachelor’s degrees: 
ministry, counseling, and leadership (management).  

In order to provide globally recognized bachelor’s degrees, ACC has earned 
affiliate status with the Accrediting Council for Theological Education in Africa 
(ACTEA) as part of the full accreditation process.  

Since 1967  students have come to African 
Christian College from throughout 

Southern and Eastern Africa. Currently, our students are from eight nations 
from South Africa up to Kenya. Alumni now serve in over a dozen countries. 

We are encouraged by the increasing enrollment of married and single 
African women into our degree programs. Currently, over a quarter of our 
students are female. Student spouses participate in other educational 
activities as well.  

EDUCATING WOMEN & MEN 

www.AfricanChristianCollege.org 

http://www.africanchristiancollege.org


 Online:  AfricanChrisitianCollege.org  

 Facebook:  facebook.com/AfricanChristianCollege 

 Causes:  causes.com/AfricanChristianCollege 

 E-mail:  brad@AfricanChristianCollege.org 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

In addition to class and work on campus, students at African Christian 
College are involved in additional activities providing hands-on learning. 
Students actively work with congregations throughout Swaziland as 
preachers, teachers, and evangelists. They teach, play, and serve meals 
in the nearest village to orphans each week. They lead a youth 
development program in a church in Manzini.  

In 2010, students and faculty helped plant a church in Mbekelweni. The 
people of this village quickly built a church and began providing meals to 
orphans in their area without outside financial support. This year, they 
are working to identify and plant similar churches in forgotten areas of 
Swaziland. 

Our vision  is to truly be an African college — not totally or primarily dependent 
on outside funding.  

To this end the Tree of Life Project (a 15,000 macadamia nut 
tree orchard) is expected to provide a “living endowment”, 
increasing financial stability as revenues grow over the next 
5 years. Begun in 1997 with donations by African nationals, 
we now see the real fruit of this vision begin to financially 
benefit the college.  

We also use our campus as an increasing source of 
nutritional foods for our cafeteria and to provide jobs for 
students and neighbors. In addition African Christian College 
continues to explore creative ways to earn income and 
combine life-and-job skills education for our students. 

SUSTAINABILITY 

 Swaziland: PO Box 331, Manzini M200, Swaziland 

 SZ Phone: + 268.2550.6119 

 USA:  PO Box 70033; Albuquerque, NM 87197 

 US Phone:  325.261.9207 

CONTACT AFRICAN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

http://www.AfricanChristianCollege.org
http://www.facebook.com/AfricanChristianCollege
http://www.causes.com/AfricanChristianCollege
mailto:brad@AfricanChristianCollege.org
http://www.africanchristiancollege.org/about/our-location/


Individuals 
55% 

Churches 
24% Earned 

21% 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

WHERE IS SWAZILAND?  
The Kingdom of Swaziland is a landlocked country in Southern Africa. About the size of New Jersey, its eastern border 
is along Mozambique with South Africa surrounding the remainder. It’s a peaceful place with a temperate climate 
and ruled by a monarch, King Mswati III. 

WHERE IS THE COLLEGE CAMPUS?  
African Christian College is located near the central airport in the rural area of Tubungu, near Matsapha, Swaziland. 
The campus is quiet and safe among the rolling hills 10 miles from the city of Manzini.  

About 50 acres of campus are reserved for the academic campus and housing, 125 acres are devoted to a 
macadamia nut orchard and another 25 acres for general agricultural use to support the college and cafeteria. 

WHAT IS THIS ABOUT ACCREDITATION? 
Higher education accreditation is a type of quality assurance process under which ACC is evaluated by an external 
body to determine if applicable standards are met. In many African countries, this is done by governmental agencies 
and not recognized by schools outside that country. ACC is currently recognized as an affiliate with Accrediting 
Council for Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA), an independent and continent-wide council recognized globally 
for its standards. As an affiliate, we are now positioned to earn full accreditation. 

MACADAMIA NUTS? REALLY?  
On our campus, we have over 14,000 macadamia nut trees. This orchard is a high-tech operation harvesting tons of 
nuts each year. The first trees were planted after African nationals donated funds to start the orchard in 1997. Since 
then, others have donated funds to plant and operate the orchard. In 2010, our crop reached a level to cover its 
operational costs. Sales earned additional revenue for the college for the first time this past year. Currently, Texas 
residents can purchase our macadamia nuts in the Healthy Living Sections of Central Market and HEB+ stores under 
the brand “Fresh Out of Africa”. 

IS THE COLLEGE A NONPROFIT?  
African Christian College is recognized by both the Swaziland and USA governments as nonprofit corporations. In the 
US, we’re a 501(c)3 and your gifts are tax-deductible and can be sent to PO Box 70033, Albuquerque, NM 87197. 

www.AfricanChristianCollege.org 

AFRICAN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE FACT SHEET 
...equipping students for excellent service in the Kingdom 

32 Students  
currently enrolled 

>80% 
Alumni still  

active leaders in 
congregations 

>14K Macadamia nut 
trees on campus 

Yr 3 

Yr 2 

Yr 1 

Home Countries 
   8 Student homes 
   +6 Alumni in these 

Swaziland 

2011 Income  
$607,000 

http://www.africanchristiancollege.org


16 Ways You Can Make a Difference 

www.AfricanChristianCollege.org/contact     ::     brad@AfricanChristianCollege.org 

CONNECT GIVE 

 Join our Mailing List ::                                            
Stay up on news with our email newsletter.    
bit.ly/ACCemails  

 Like us on Facebook ::                                            
Join the conversations and photo sharing from 
ACC on Facebook. Alumni & students are also 
active on our page.                               
facebook.com/AfricanChristianCollege 

 Subscribe to the ACC Blog ::                                      
Enjoy stories, photos, and news from students and 
the Carters: AfricanChristianCollege.org/blog 

 Join us on Causes.com ::                                      
Make a difference by connecting, sharing, and 
giving easily with Causes.                        
Causes.com/AfricanChristianCollege  

 Give your money ::                                               
Make a difference with a financial gift. 

 Make a monthly contribution ::                          
Increase your total giving with smaller, regular 
gifts. Our online giving allows you to set-up safe, 
automated giving. 

 Join the Giving Society ::                                 
Students spend 3 years on campus. You can give 3
-years of support with a $1,000+ per year pledge 
(that’s less than $85 per month).  

 Raise money for ACC ::                                     
What’s your idea for a fund raiser? Go for it! 

 Buy from FreshOutOfAfrica.com ::                    
Shop for ACC products online. Right now we have 
Macadamia Oil, but more will be added soon! 

VOLUNTEER SHARE 

 Share about ACC with your friends & family :: 
Copy this information, send links from our 
website, or just tell what you know to others.  

 Tell your church leadership about ACC ::         
Think your church might want to support ACC? 
Send this link to your ministry staff, elders, 
missions leadership:    
AfricanChristianCollege.org/dearchurch 

 Invite us for a presentation ::                            
Invite an ACC representative to your church, class, 
small group, or other venue. We’ll try to come!  

 Come + visit + work ::                                                         
How could you help on our campus? We love 
visiting workers — send us an email.  

 Teach a course ::                                                     
ACC needs professors with post-graduate degrees 
for our growing programs. We have 2-week, 9-
week, and 18-week courses.  

 Join our faculty or staff ::                                 
Willing to commit longer than a semester? Let’s 
talk! Look for International Search on our website. 

 Volunteer for ACC in the United States ::           
We have a nut roasting team in Austin. And 
donation volunteers in Albuquerque. How can you 
help? Email brad@africanchristiancollege.org 

You can help respond to Africa’s challenges! Join African Christian College’s vision of a transformed continent 
through the power of God and well-prepared leaders. Here are 16 powerful ways to partner with ACC and join the 
Carters on this new adventure. We’re also open to your ideas…let’s make a difference together!  

 THANK YOU!  
Please complete the card or visit us online:  

AfricanChristianCollege/Carters  
to let us know how you want to help! 

http://www.africanchristiancollege.org
http://eepurl.com/fTohP
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http://www.causes.com/AfricanChristianCollege
http://www.africanchristiancollege.org/dearchurch
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